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Integrating sustainability in Sustainable Community Strategies, LAAs/MAAs and the work of LSPs

Background

In response to a Sustainable Development Commission report on strengthening the delivery of sustainable development in the regions
, DEFRA gave Sustainability South West (SSW) a mandate to support a number of local authorities in the region to embed sustainability into their evolving SCSs and LAAs. To date SSW has worked/is working with a range of authorities including three counties, one district, a unitary and two city councils. This experience, alongside our wider remit in championing sustainability in the region (including training for Government Office South West locality managers), has informed these recommendations. 

Helpful recent developments:

· The aim to devolve power to the local level and to establish a more co-ordinated approach through partnership working offers a significant opportunity to take a more integrated approach.

· DEFRA’s confirmed expectation that ‘all places demonstrate that they have taken a sustainable development approach to the development of the LAA’.

· A number of the new national indicators set are helpful including those from DfT as well as DEFRA (eg DEFRA indicators on climate change mitigation and waste, DfT indicators on low carbon access to services and facilities, and employment access by public transport). 

· The LAA ‘Economy’ block has been replaced by the Economic Development & Environment block, providing scope for the shift towards a low carbon economy.  
· The new Sustainable Communities Act aims ‘to promote the sustainability of local communities’. 

· GOSW is strongly encouraging LAAs to include a Climate Change mitigation target.
Current barriers to the adoption of a more integrated approach: 

· Inconsistent central government policy prevents the delivery of integrated sustainable outcomes eg CLG guidance on sustainable communities fails to incorporate one of the national SD strategy’s guiding principles – ‘living within environmental limits’ – merely stating that a characteristic of a sustainable community is to be ‘environmentally sensitive’. In addition, priorities identified for urgent action within the national SD strategy – sustainable consumption & production; climate change & energy; natural resources protection and environmental enhancement are not fully reflected in the CLG characteristics of a sustainable community. Similarly the guide to the new Sustainable Communities Act fails to incorporate a credible integrated definition of a sustainable community as one which is:  

‘Healthy, productive, socially just, resilient and living within environmental limits.’
· Failure to empower local delivery partners to support communities to be resilient to changes, including climate change and ‘peak oil’, is a barrier to the delivery of ‘well being’. Failure to take forward the recommendations of the Stern report and help realise the opportunities and savings presented by a shift towards a low carbon economy. Recent CLG operating guidance lacks any reference to Stern and the need and opportunities presented by a shift towards a low carbon economy. Stern has made clear that the longer we delay the more costly it will be to tackle climate change and that the shift to a low carbon economy will unlock significant business opportunities. As highlighted by Gordon Brown:
‘without environmental sustainability, justice and prosperity are both imperiled. The best route to long-term economic growth lies in action to tackle climate change’ 

The Lord Mayor’s Banquet, 2007

This ambition must be translated into consistent guidance across government departments. Guidance and negotiations on LAAs and MAAs must clearly emphasise the role these can play in achieving genuinely sustainable economic development, helping to facilitate the shift to a low carbon economy. 

Recommendations:
· All government departments must adopt a consistent and credible definition of a sustainable community which properly reflects the overarching principles and priorities of the national sustainable development strategy, ie:

‘a sustainable community is healthy, productive, socially just, resilient and living within environmental limits’
This definition should also be adopted in relation to the new Sustainable Communities Act.
NB. The free resources of the region’s Sustainable Development Framework encapsulate these crucial elements (see www.shapersw.net).  
· All government departments must ensure that their policies reflect the Prime Minister’s vision for the UK to lead the way on climate change. For example:

· All LAAs must be required to include ambitious targets for climate change mitigation and adaptation including estate management and community engagement. 
· Guidance and negotiations on MAAs must emphasis the role these can play in achieving genuinely sustainable economic development, helping to facilitate the shift to a low carbon economy. 

· All LAs/LSPs should introduce a process which facilitates an integrated approach to embedding sustainability principles across SCSs and LAAs (eg by applying the region’s set of sustainability principles across all themes and taking account of any specific local sustainability priorities) 

· An independent sustainability assessment of LAAs/MAAs should be undertaken prior to their sign off. It is essential that the government department responsible for signing off LAAs takes an integrated and ambitious approach to facilitating sustainable development – at present CLG does not achieve this goal. 

· Guidance and support should be made available to ensure that LAA delivery plans adopt a low carbon approach. This should include identifying any new learning and skills support required and/or the development of an organisational culture/leadership which supports some risk taking to develop innovative low carbon approaches.  
· Local authorities and their partners will generate support for a sustainable, low carbon approach by raising community awareness of the wider benefits for the common good of taking a sustainable approach and involving communities in developing sustainable solutions.   
Sustainability South West, March 2008 

� Sustainable Development Commission, The next steps: An independent review of sustainable development in the English regions, November 2005





