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Embedding Sustainability into your Local Area Agreement 

WHY?

The Big Priorities – climate change, security of energy supply and peak oil

Climate change is soaring up the agenda. Experts advise that reductions to greenhouse gas emissions must be made within the next 8 -10 years if we are to avert catastrophic, runaway climate change – the biggest threat to economic prosperity and social progress we have ever faced. 

We depend on importing finite fossil fuels from politically unstable regions which risks security of supply. In the wake of ‘peak oil’ (which could occur as early as 2008-2015), the cost of oil will dramatically increase. Carbon will become highly priced. 

The HM Treasury commissioned Stern Review has made clear that:
 
· We can avoid the worst impacts of climate change by taking decisive action now. 
· The economic costs of doing nothing to combat climate change could be up to 20 times greater than the costs of acting now. 
· The shift to a low-carbon economy will bring huge opportunities. 
· Ignoring climate change will ultimately undermine economic growth and resilience. 
The sustainable vision of an area, as enshrined within the Sustainable Community Strategy (SCS), sets the priorities for delivery through Local Area Agreements (LAA). LAAs must respond to these ongoing and increasingly pressing sustainability challenges and opportunities in both the short term and in preparing for the long-term. 

How? 

In accordance with the new DEFRA ‘ask’ – assess the sustainability of your LAA

Undertaking a sustainability assessment will enable you to identify and maximise cross cutting sustainable outcomes. The Shaper checklist provides a list of key questions to be considered for assessing the sustainability of your LAA.
Some top tips for maximizing sustainable outcomes through delivering your LAA include:

· Lead the way – for example adopt an integrated and ambitious low carbon approach. 
· Support the shift to low carbon economies

· Unlock the benefits of sustainable design and construction

· Support the extensive use of locally-generated micro renewables and Combined Heat & Power
· Apply a preventative approach to health & well-being and social care 

· Help promote local sourcing of goods and services  
· Promote connected, accessible 'green spaces' 

· Apply a sustainable and integrated approach to service delivery

Targets

Since the Comprehensive Spending Review, Government has released a new set of national performance indicators for local authorities and local partners. Up to 35 of the national indicators can be selected to form part of the LAA. SSW would recommend particular consideration is given to including targets on:

NI 175 Access to services and facilities by public transport, walking and cycling

NI 176 Working age people with access to employment by public transport

NI 185 CO2 reduction from Local Authority operations 
NI 186 Per capita CO2 emissions in the LA area 

NI 192 Household waste recycled and composted

NI 198 Children travelling to school


Many other indicators could also help enhance the sustainability of an area but how these are delivered is key.  









